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A BRIEF  STATEMENT 

As  to  the  nature  and  tendency  of  the  “Contagious  Diseases  Acts”  and 

why  their  re-introduction  should  he  resolutely  opposed. 


What  the  Contagious  Diseases  Acts  were. 

About  thirty  years  a"o  the  Authorities  of  the  Army  and  Navy  contrived  to  pass  through  Parliament 
what  were  known  as  the  “ Contagious  Diseases  Acts,  1866-69.” 

These  Acts  introduced  into  this  country  a horrible  system,  which  has  been  long  in  existence  in 
Continental  cities, — of  actually  or  virtually  licensing  and  sanctioning  immorality.  They  were  in  operation 
in  eighteen  military  and  naval  districts  in  England  and  Ireland.  Their  object  was  to  enable  immoral 
men— particularly  soldiers  and  sailors— to  sin  without  risk  to  their  health  (if  that  were  oossible,  though 
it  is  not),  by  setting  women  apart  to  be  enrolled,  registered,  medically  examined,  and  certified  for  this 
indescribably  degrading  purpose.  It  may  be  thought  that  this  language  is  exaggerated.  But  in  the  Report 
of  a Royal  Commission  appointed  in  1871,  the  object  in  view  was  described,  as  “ to  render  the  practice  of 
“ prostitution,  if  not  absolutely  innocuous,  at  least  much  less  dangerous.” 


Agitation  against  the  Acts  and  its  Result. 

At  first  only  a few  persons  knew  of  the  existence  of  the  Acts,  but  by  persistent  efforts  moral  and 
Christian  people  were  roused  from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other,  and  a struggle  was  carried  on  for 
18  years,  which  probably  has  no  parallel  in  any  country.  As  the  result,  the  Acts  were  suspended  in  1883,  and 
repealed  in  1886. 

The  Indian  System. 

The  authorities  in  India  have  endeavoured  for  about  a hundred  years  to  carry  out  similar  arrangements 
for  European  soldiers. 

Dr.  Ross,  an  Army  Surgeon,  gave  the  following  evidence  before  the  Royal  Commission  in  1871 : — 

When  a regiment  arrives  in  India,  a certain  establishment  is  told  off  for  each  regiment  as  it  arrives, 
and  amongst  others  there  is  an  establishment  of  prostitutes,  who  are  housed  in  the  bazaars,  and  regularly 
looked  after  by  the  matron  appointed  for  the  purpose,  and  superintended  and  examined  by  the  surgeon  of 
the  regiment.”  (Q.  15,129.) 

“ When  a regiment  goes  on  a line  of  march,  there  is  a form  to  be  filled  up,  and  in  one  column  there  is 
amongst  the  camp-followers  one  for  prostitutes,  showing  the  number  who  are  permitted  to  follow  the 
regiment ; and  those  w'omen  we  made  a point  of  examining  every  fortnight.”  (Q.  15,168.) 

“ There  is  a head  woman  under  the  name  of  the  Matrauee,  who  is  at  the  head  of  the  kusbees  or 
prostitutes.  She  selects  the  women  ; she  is  told  that  such  and  such  a regiment  is  coming  into  the  station, 
and,  according  to  whether  the  regiment  has  had  a name  sent  before  it  or  otherwise,  she  gets  a small  or  a large 
number  of  women  to  come  to  her.”  (Q.  15,179.) 

“ When  I got  to  India  with  my.regiment  ....  there  were  only  12  women  came,  but  I desired 
that  they  should  increase  the  number,  because  I knew  it  would  only  be  a source  of  disease  afterwards,  having 
such  a small  number  of  women  for  such  a large  number  of  men.”  (Q.  15,180.) 

These  practices  were  zealously  fostered  by  the  Authorities.  Laws  were  passed  and  numerous  ofi&cial 
instructions  were  from  time  to  time  given  in  regard  to  them.  One  of  these  (dated  12th  Jul}',  1884)  drew 
attention  “ to  the  desirability  when  constructing  free  quarters  for  registered  women,  of  providing  house.s  that 
“.will  meet  the  wishes.of  the  women.  Unless  their  comfort  and  the  convenience  of  those  who  consort  with 
“ them  is  considered,  the  result  will  not  be  satisfactory.”  In  other  words,  efforts  were  to  be  made  to  render 
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tnen  commanaer-m-L^mei  lu  xauitt.  among  otner  Duiugs  mat  it  is  necessary  , to  arrange 

“ for  the  effective  inspection  of  prostitutes  attached  to  regimental  bazaars,  whether  in  Cantonments,  or  on 
“ the  line  of  march,  ....  to  have  a sufficient  number  of  women,  to  take  care  that  they  are  sufficiently 

“ attractive,  to  provide  them  with  proper  houses ” Is  it  surprising  that  several  commanding 

officers  promptly  acted’ on  this  advice,  and  that  we  find  one  making  a “ requisition  for  extra  attractive_women 
“ for  regimental  bazaar  in  accordance  with  circuiar  ” '?  And  is  it  any  wonder  that  the  result  of  such  provisions 
should  be  the  increased  vice  which  has  led  to  the  development  of  such  an  amount  of  disease  as  we  hear  of 
now  in  the  Indian  Army  ? 

As  already  stated,  the  Acts  in  England  were  abolished  in  1886 ; and  in  1888,  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Walter  McLaren,  a resolution  condemning  the  whole  system  in  India,  and  urging  its  discontinuance  was 
carried  in  the  House  of  Commons  without  any  one  venturing  to  vote  against  it. 

The  practices,  therefore,  ought  to  have  been  discontinued  at  once,  but  the  military  authorities  having 
disregarded  instructions  to  that  effect,  they  were,  in  1893,  proved  to  be  going  on  as  before.  Whether  the 
authority  of  Parliament  has,  or  has  not,  been  respected  since  that  date  is  not  definitely  known. 


Danger  of  Re-Enactment. 

Certain  newspapers,  military  men,  and  others,  have  continued  to  urge  the  re-introduction  of  these 
practices. 

In  1896  questions  were  repeatedly  asked  in  Parliament,  and  have  been  recommenced  in  1897,  showing 
how  strong  the  desire  for  this  is  in  certain  quarters.  The  Government  have  yielded  to  the  pressure  put  upon 
them,  and  in  the  Autumn  of  1896,  they  appointed  a Committee,  which  has  now  reported. 

There  is  grave  reason  to  fear  that  the  advocates  of  the  iniquitous  system  will  resolutely  endeavour  to 
persuade  the  present  Government  and  House  of  Commons  to  commit  themselves  to  its  re-eLactment  in  India 
and  it  may  bo,  in  England  also.  ’ 
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Reasons  for  Opposing  the  Regulation  of  Vice. 

It  should  be  clearly  mu^erstood  that  the  opponents  of  Regulation  believe  that  all  kinds  of  sufferers — 
even  when  they  suffer  from  their  own  vice,  ought  to  be  succoured,  relieved,  and  healed.  But  they  support 
the  following  declarations  of  the  first  Congress  of  the  “ British,  Continental  and  General  Federation  for  the 
“ Abolition  of  Government  Regulation  of  Prostitution,”  held  at  Geneva  in  1877. 

!• — That  impurity  in  men  is  as  reprehensible  as  it  is  in  women. 

II- — That  the  regulation  of  prostitution  tends  to  destroy  the  idea  of  the  unity  of  the  moral  law  for  the 
two  sexes,  and  to  lower  the  tone  of  public  opinion  in  this  respect. 

Ill- — That  every  system  of  organised  prostitution  encourages  profligacy,  increases  the  number  of 
illegitimate  births,  developes  clandestine  prostitution,  and  lowers  the  standard  of  public  and 
private  morality. 

IV„ — That  the  compulsory  medical  examination  of  women,  the  basis  of  every  system  of  regulation,  is  an 
outrage  on  women,  and  tends  to  destroy,  even  in  the  most  degraded,  the  last  remnant  of  modesty 
which  she  mav  retain. 

V. — That  the  registration  of  prostitutes  is  contrary  to  common  law,  and  to  the  principle  of  liberty. 

VI. — That  in  regulating  vice  the  State  forgets  its  duty  of  affording  equal  protection  to  both  sexes,  and  in 
reality  degrades  the  female  sex  and  corrupts  both. 

VII. — That  the  State,  whose  duty  it  is  to  protect  minors  and  to  assist  them  in  every  good  effort,  on  the 
contrary  incites  them  to  debauchery,  in  so  far  as  it  facilitates  it  by  regulation. 


Further  information  will  be  furnished  by  the  Secretary,  British  Committee  of  the 
Federation,  17,  Tothill  Street,  Westminster,  S.W.,  where  also  the  following’ publications 
may  be  obtained 


Limits  of  Legitimate  Legislation.  The  Late  Wm.  Shaen  (1877)  

Is  Chastity  Beneficial  ? etc.  Dr.  J.  B.  Nevins  

Present  Aspect  of  the  Abolitionist  Cause  (1893).  By  Josephine  E.  Butler 

Facts  Recorded  by  Eye-Witnesses  (1893) 

Report  of  the  Departmental  Committee  on  Indian  Cantonments  (1893)  . . . . . . . 

Indian  Cantonment  Scandals.  Rev.  J.  P.  Gledstone  (1893)  

Prof.  Stuart’s  Reply  to  Sir  Wm.  Moore  (1895)  

Letter  of  Appeal  and  Warning  (1895).  By  Josephine  E.  Butler 

A Constitutional  Iniquity  (1895).  Josephine  E.  Butler per  doz 

Cape  of  Good  Hope  re  Venereal  Disease.  Dr.  J.  B.  Nevt-.s  (1895)  

Report  of  the  Army  Sanitary  Commission,  1892  (Reprinted  189-5)  . . 

A Doomed  Iniquity  (1896).  By  Josephine  E,  Butler  

Personal  Reminiscences  of  a Great  Crusade.  By  Josephine  E.  Butler.  Price  7/8.  Postage  6d 

Has  “ R6glementation  ” proved  a Sanitary  Benefit  ? Dr.  J.  B.  Nevins  (1896) 

Re-enactment  Threatened  in  India  (1896) per  doz 

The  History  of  a Sanitary  Failure.  (Compiled  by)  H.  J.  Wilson,  M.P.  (1896)  

Understood  but  not  Expressed.  By  Jos.  Edmondson  

An  Enquiry  into  the  Causes  of  the  Great  Sanitary  Failure,  etc.  (1897).  By  Jos.  Edmondson 
Memorandum  by  the  British  Committee  of  the  Federation  (30th  March,  1897)  per  doz. 

Memorial  addressed  to  Lord  George  Hamilton  (15th  April,  1897) „ 

Reprint  of  Major  Mayne’s  Letter  to  the  “ Times  ” „ 

Letter  to  a Friend  (17th  April,  1897).  By  Mrs.  Josephine  E.  Butler  . . . . „ 

Ladies’  Protest  against  the  Cantonment  Act  Regulations „ 
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Note. — A periodical  paper  will  be  issued  on  behalf  of  the  Committee.  The  first  number  will  be 
published  early  iu  May.  There  will  be  at  least  twelve  numbers  published  in  the  course  of  the  next  twelve 
months.  Subscription  for  the  first  twelve  numbers,  post  free.  Is.  6d.  Subscribers  should  send  their  names 
and  addresses,  together  with  subscription,  to  the  office,  17,  Tothill  Street,  Westminster. 
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